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its buildings and its streets fashioned’ 
trom strange and precious stones. 


. 


Tha UTA of 4 /' fo) fy, 
will touch the clouds. 


Y yey 


i's makers will live so 
close To heaven, the 
angels will be their 
neighbors. 


their rs and their 
Im) Faculties will be Those 
Is] OF gods, not men. 


.—— Va 
_—) Vn ete 
eI cal LE: si 7 ANS 


" ch | WS 


> W\' 


{ nice to see 
you, too. 


5 Eight a.m. 

You fell asleep at 
your bench again. 
It's time for our weekly 
staring contest with 
Dad and General Ross. 


I was just following 
up some ideas. 


For the 
cube? 
It may 


not be a cube. 
I'm--trying 
out other 
shapes. 


But yeah, 
for the volitional 
lattice. I'm making 
real progress 
now. 


% j ll rest when it's finished. 
Reed, you've ; , //y You don't just abandon 
been "making real i | A Vi pA something this important 
progress" for g | \ Zo ty) | in the middle. 
three WEEN: =) p Not if youve - 
I know your (L4Z got any sense 
powers aS itso \y ial responsibility. 
youdon't needto \\\ : fa 
eat. But if youdon't 
take a break, Ithink / 
you're gonna make | 
yourself sick. 


All hell 
could break 
loose. 


i Hearing \~ 
Death's 
tmocking 
snicker ar 
our backs, 
some Of Us [6 
wavered. 


Vecchiato, 
he's fighting 


You said-- 
we'd be able 


to take him-- tL — — 
by surprise! > But to stop now would allow our ener 

7o become immortal--omnipotént. _a 
(Le . ip SSS (A 


Let's give 
him something 
else to think 


ok! d » 
fc Sey 
N 
| was folly fo | 


», =i] 
Diventerete, 
j anderete nel’ 
WM corpo, nel’ sangue 
. nell’ anima-- 


|’ Mio maestro! a 
You're hurt! a i a 
f ey broke my It's the same thing, you cretin. 
concentration Xerion. The rock on which 


I tried to ; ‘ “ - 
manifest the eaven lebuilt. Oh Jesu! The window, 


aE 


In solid form 


betrayal! 


oplt Q 1 it transmutes the lean 
The stone? ‘ Cot 2 y! i ‘ ! 

1-"T thought we P74 sclements.asa BL / cuntas gone out! Y 
ere trying to : Z “HOPE alit a 1 | Godis angry / 
distill a liquid? Wn fe os ‘i with us! /, 
X ] ” Oh,Vecchiato “\\ y br mh /T 

will pay with his blood Yj L 
and bones for this ~ 


- ts = \ ae But fortune 
e mi Ae =" ~S y still smiles on 
BG >) — ee 2 / me, Peppone. 


The sun has 
“] not gone out. My 
\ rivals have walled us 
f in, that's all. 


They feared 
my success, and so ' 
they have entombed @ ‘ti Zou ~ Look at 
me under stone and } S&S y 4 the gift she's 
ward and sigil. Very /% Cy ' left upon my 
clever of them. Vv pillow. 


Vecchiato, 
do you think 
that this will 


OF course it 
will work, Paulus. Our 
own tower contains 
Diablo's at every 
point. 


but The job was done, 
and (7 i! befits a serious 
sclentist To glide above 
the rooftops like a pigeon. 


By But look at the cost. 
Cesare died to build 


IF the devil breaks \ 
free again, how will / 
we stop him? 


He'll not break = d 


free. Our alchemy combined No mortal 
is stronger than his. And we've force can breach 
set the four elements to guard him. these walls. You know that. 


Still, Diablo was 
refining the stone 
of ages, from whose 
tincture is made the 
elixir OF eternal 
life. 


He might 
try again. And 
succeed. 


¥ Without equipment? Without hie A 
light or fuel? Calm your Veg 
: fears, dottore. 


Rie p/ We ourselves will 
Dy come to corruption 
: ¥)\ and then to dust 
before this tower 
crumbles-- 

\ > a 


| “--and some future age 
can say a benediction 
ver the Diablo's bones. 


h, 
SW Benjy Benjy 
N Benjy! 
SS 


What took 
you so long? What 
took you so damn 


You 
should be 
ashamed! 


I told you in the letters, Mom. 
Iwas amilitary secret. 


And after I 
had that fight with 
Carl--I didn't even 
know for sure if I'd 

be welcome. 


You were fighting some man named Namor. 
You and your friends. They had to close 
off all of midtown. 


Lookat 
this. I'm crying. But 
I didn't want I've been so 


worried about 
jou. 


And you're-- 
happy, Benjy? 
This is what you 

want? 


I'm not with Carl 
any more. 


looked worse 


\\ on the TV. More-- 


frightening. 


But you're 
still my Benjy. 
I can see that 


You feel that? Nothing's gonna 
get through that. It's like I'm 
living inside my own personal 


Yes, Maestro, I saw it. 

But I don't know what ue 4S 

place that was. country. Very 
far from 


It's Fading 
now. But 
you sawit, 


Vecchiato's hacked-together 

nostrums can shut me from 

the world for as long as this (7 
tower stands. 


But nothing 
prevents me from 
reaching forward 
into the time after 
> it Falls. 


They 
call it the 
future. 


“Four elements imprison me. 
Four elements must free me. 
And I will find them. 


But maestro, NW 


even then you can't ¥ 
ite complete the f 


WW & 4\ incubation of th 
* elixir vitae. 


This will take 
years. But we can 
live on mushrooms. 
Mushrooms grow in 
the dark, just as 
we must now. 
We will 
interrogate the 
future, Peppone. 


The A 
energies 
almost killed 


you-- And the future will 


tell us all we need to Know. 


Donna? 


No thanks, 
Johnny. 


Man, I thought he would've 
at least ripped the guy's 
head off. That way we'd 
get less dialogue. 


You want 
some popcorn, 


The--the moon 
is full, Doctor! I'm 
starting to--to 


No, 
{ Stanforth! 
You must 
fight it! 


What's up? You still mad at It's not that, Johnny. Nah, not yet. Just giving 
me? Honest, if I could've That's fine. When your you fair warning. 
called you from where back is turned I fool But-- 
Twas, I would've. around with other ~-this is 


guys. gonna sound 


But it was--y'Know-- 
crazy-- 


super hero work. Other 

dimensions and stuff. 

My cell couldn't up 
a network. 


--I feel 
like we're being 
watched. 
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Dottore! Pottore 
Vecchiato! The--the 


The 
tower with no 


Merciful [ 
God, I pray 
you. 


rill 


God's magic, more powerful | 
than ee I could “| 


if wer wield. 


As for the pasf-- 
\ 2 thought 7 dead g 
and buried. 
- There is a noise 
from within, Pottore! 
Like the turning of a 
great engine. 


SS OS 


OIE 


boy? Can't 
you see I'm 


No, it's no omen. Omens tell of 


the future. This is a present 
evil. 


Send my 
compliments to 
signores Paulus and 
Stranza. Tell 


--tell them 
the devil has 
awoken. 


Benjy, I 
don't even 

Know what you 
mean. You're 

not ugly. A 

pose To me you'll 

<{ always be my 

te i 

BAN 


But in this other universe I kept 
getting my butt handed to me. 


Brute. Gallowglass. : 
Ronan. They were all strong. > 
Strong wasn't anything 
much there. 


Yeah, well 
that's kind of what 
I'm saying, Mom. 
I mean--I have to 

look \ike this, all 
the time. 


And that' 


Sometimes, 
yeah. But Iget tobe (— 
the big powerhouse. 
The strong guy. The 
top of the food 


And then I get to thinking--y'know-- 
there's Thor. There's the Hulk. 
J\_ There's that metal guy from 
> the X-Men. 


I'm really 
not anywhere 
near the top. 
I'm really not-- 

anuthing-- 


Anything 
special? 


Bingo. 
Oh Benjy, 


{ you're such 
an idiot. You're 


He used to think the same thing. 
When he was out of work, he'd 
say that. 
“There's a 
couple of million of us 
out there. I'm nothing 
special.” 
And then he'd 
get up and he'd ride the 
bus all the way out to 
Paterson or Morristown 
to see if they had any 
work there. 


And he'd stand 
in a line for five or 
six hours. Just waiting. 
And if he didn't get taken 
on he'd ride the bus all 
the way back again. 


No one's watching, babe. The movie's 
so boring, even the projectionist 
passed out. 


So why 
don't we just 
enjoy the-- 


But apart from the cube, 
Reed, what e/Se have you 
been working on? 


Doctor 
Storm, this 
project is very 
important 
to me. 


I know that. 
But you still haven't 


evenexplained to 
us what the cube LN 
willdo. E 


Enid, your 


mother called you \ 


down to dinner 
ten minutes 
ago! 


D-Donna?Pr? 


You are 


incomparable, 
maestro! 


--into the 
furnace with 


There now. After so many 


lean years--a harvest 
for all the ages! 


Am I not 

a maker oF 
miracles, 
Peppone? / 


The nature 
of fire is to rise. 
I want you to ascend 
the gulf of time into 
this far Future, 
and carry my 
message. 


Soitfollows \ 
that you have to 
be on fire. That's 
obvious, isn't 
it? 


Eternity 
demands 
sacrifices 
of all of us, 
Peppone. 


This will be 
\ yours. 


Sir, the building's on full alert. ) Leave it, private. The 
Can I please see your-- _4 retinal and voice scans 


] : —syI will 1.2. him. 
{ : And he really 
i he doesn't look in 
i 


the mood. 


B) 
La Please speak 


into the grille for 
voice print -- 


Coming 
through. 


Reed, you 
gotta help me. 
My mom just-- 


Elementals, my 
master says me to 
speak at you in your 
own tonguing. 


To telling 
you why he has 
steal from you 
those you love 

completely 
most. 


Confirm the 
understanding, 
and I will to 


You stole 
my shtick as well 
as my girlfriend. 
Better be a short 


maybe better 
be a mime. 


My master are Menendez Flores, known 
by Diablo. The greatest alchemist 
' of every the time lived. 


He challenge you 
toa contest of skill. 
Intellect. Power. To 
the death. 


Your master's 
got a death 
wish. 


My master will to open a gate. 
That one gate will bring you to-- 
where he are. The year 

1494. Milan. 


IF you go not-- 
through the gate, the 
loved beings--will die. 
The choice is to 


Oh, we're 
coming, pal. 
You bet on 
it. 


Not so. He 
seek to live the 
immortal. 


But meantime 
he does amuse him 
with entertainments 
like this. 


Ay, dio mio! 
I not did think 
it would hurt 
this-- 


k It's go 
{ be dale el ae ° he took my | Storm. And Johnny's 


of those days mom. girlfriend. The only one 
isn't it? 4 = 4\ who doesn't appear to 
: : - have been targeted == 
is me. What? 
Okay, patch him 
through. 


{ Richards, I've got 
\ your father on 
the phone. 


’ He sounds 
distraught 


Ican't 
hear what 
you're-- 


Dad? The line 
must be bad. 
You sound 


like-- 


I think 
that part of 
the problem 

just solved 
itself. 


; We're 

This isthe \ gonna have 
stupidest thing \to find him 
Lever heard. I ; 


Diablo's head 
in my hands 
»  and-- _ 


Mom on. Let 
me talk to 
Mom. 


Reed, what's 
happened? 


My--my 
B! sister Enid. 
She's been 
taken, too. 


What are we 
waiting for? The 
gate's right down 

there on the 

street. 


you, Rocky. 


Let's do 


s EF as 
ee ik Ses 


~ Slow down, 


({ guys. Obviously | 


we go through L 
the gate. T know 


But--a duel? ‘as aes 
Across time? It Ti 
doesn't make any 
sense. 


We're either 
dealing with a 
psychopath 

or someone 
with a hidden 

agenda. 


Cornell, 
scramble B and 
C squads. 


IF you go 
through that 
thing, Richards, 
you're taking 
backup. No 
arguments. 


Ny 


Lh 
=a if 


I guess we 
don't have much 
\ of a choice, 


Let's go 
wage war on 
the Fifteenth 

Century. 


At least 
we Know we'll 
= have them 
», outgunned. (age 
6 if 


Lif, 


SK 


Pull ‘g 
focus. Yeah! 
There. 


Milan. We 
check it as Milan. 
That's the Sforza 
castle just left 


oF m= @ ] 


The middle tower was — Why? Way 


It's good to move fast ina 
completed in 1457. And the is it something, 


hostage scenario, Richards. 


Torre di Savoia hasn't been ]_ Reed? We're 

built yet, so we're definitely # going in there 
still in the fifteenth to get Dad and 
century. the others back, 

We've gota not to see the 

rough time frame. sights. 
That's something. What does 

it matter what 


day of the week 
itis? 


Locate, retrieve, fall back. 
N That's what works. 


[, with makin' a 


] 
el 


M4 \ few ripples. 


_ 


We're going 
to be interfering 
with the past, 
Johnny. We should 
aim to make as few 
ripples as we can. 


) 


Outstanding. 
Let's go. 


Go where, 
exactly? 


Where? In 
there. Through 
the gate. 


what? We'll have 
{ the whole city coming 
{ down onus before 
we've gone ten yards. 


Hey, this gu 
is from the Middle 
Ages. I think we 


can deal. Right, he’s 


from the Middle Ages 
and he's perfected time 
travel. Did you stop to 
think about that? 


Enough, guys. 
Johnny, at least let 
Reed explain what 
he wants to do. 


=, Okay, we're 
{ going to needa 
few things from 


We need 
camouflage, 
\ and we need a 
game plan. ~ wy sister 
7 isin there too, and 
I'm not going to lose 
her because you 
want to burn off some / 
of your excess 
hormones. 


No offense, 
Richards, but how are 
you gonna make Grimm 
here blend into the 
background? 
Stick 
a doorin 
him? 


He's gonna 
de-emphasize 
my nose witha 
little blusher. 
You gota 
problem? 


Anda 
lot more from the 
nearest costume 
shop. 


Milan. The Past. 3 Oh, pits! 
C I had this really 
child. akan stinky nightmare. ) 
I was-- y 


you. 


You are in 
the workshop of 
Menendez Flores. 
) &| Diablo. 


Like these 
others, you were 
brought here primarily 
to serve as bait. 


Unlike them, 
however-- 


--Irequire 
you also as an 
ingredient. 


We at pny apartwmel 
and discuss the new crisis. 


It 
never, ever, 
fails. 


Siiae Iassume _ 
Do you Sesit? Do that's a rhetorical 


you see the devil's question, Paulus. But 
tower? Ab technically, no. 
Isee our 
Y tower. The one we 
peg built around and over 
his, in order to 
contain him. 


A 


Stand back, 
please. Signior 
Stranza finds himself 
in Rome, a guest in 
the papal palace. 


a 


7 He'll 
probably 
thank us 


Si 


Oh. It's you, 
Vecchiato. So your 
marvelous scheme 

has fallen apart. 


long as this tower 
stands...” 


Well, as far 
as we know, he /S still 
a prisoner. The four 
elements, conjured and 
= conjoined, bind him 
‘Ip » Within those walls. 


But he's up 
to something, 
obviously. 


Obviously. 


{ veritatis! You're 
burning a king's 
ransom. 


a princess’. . NS 
Long storu. Pay = = anyone you 
attention, . \recognize?, 
\ dottores. = 


Yj 


Si ZS Zl _t_ _t Ae | ame |Z 
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people. Move JM ; 
on my mark. 


Okay, it's 
ear on this 


cl 


God, let 
this be over 
soon. 


Lieutenant, ff 
the hay wagon 
staus here. It’s a 
portable generator. 
If the time-field 
starts to collapse, 
I might be able to 
keep it open for 
\ a few minutes 
at least you're ; ! J longer. 
on the outside ' 
lookin’ in. _ 


~ What 

about the 
other 
\ wagon? 


Yeah, 
you can 
open that 
now. 


Evenin 
disguise, 
our freedom of 
movement is 
going to be 
limited. 


We're going 
to need some 
extra eyes 
and ears. 


Sol 
brought some 
along. 


likely. Their speech 
sounded a little li 
English. 


English are great 


ones for conversing 


with devils. ~~ 


Four of them. 
For the four elements. 
I fear Diablo has found a 
way around our wards y 
and sigils 
f Vecchiato, <4 
y_ will the duke call 
out the guard at 
your behest? 


Ss 
For this he 


\ dictates-- 4 


\ \\N 
U / \ ' y Prudence 
; | | Y, is a Venetian : 
whore, Vecchiato. | 
Acomely enough 


mustn't let 
B her dictate 


This guy \ 
Diablo's a 
magician, : z 

ight? 
f or The birds are equipped with 

Geiger counters. Back- 

| ground radiation is ten times 
Whatever. igher in our century, so 
CaN So you're gonna the hostages should show 
Sd aie to pect as hot spots. 
loose on this. SP But you're < 
He's not just 7 right, Johnny.we Y/ 
gonna leave Vad | need to keep our eyes 
and the others | open for anything 
out where we | anomalous. Things Sf 
can see them. that look like 
: they don't 
\ . belong. 


= ‘4, ' 
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For this 
splinter which 
destroyed my face 
left me with ample 
compensation. 


Ihave 
consummated the 
alchemical marriage. I 
wield the power of the 

lapis sophi--the king 
of elements. (\s 


whomp you with 


Keep away 
from me, you 
creepazoid! 


Or I'll whomp 
you with this-- 


whatever-it-is. 
; er 


Thanks. I'll“ 


this retort. 


By Will alone, 
Ican turn glass 
and copper into 

water vapor. 


But this power, great 
though it is, is onlua 
conduit to something 
still greater. 


I must 
be reborn. 
Immortal. Perfect. 


Hey, keep \ 
talking, toilet- 
breath. Spin it 
out. 


About five 
seconds from 
now, my big brother 
is gonna come 
through that door } 
and he's gonna 


smack your face | 


off your stupid 
head!!! 


And you, 
grotesque little girl, 
will be the means to 

that end. 


Ow! Forget it, 


Gargamel! I'm not }P 


interested. 


choice. 


You see-- 
the stone is the fruit 
of the first titration. 
The second titration 
yields the elixir vitae. 
The sweet juice oF 
eternal life. 


But in the 
process, terrible 
energies are released. 
Energies sufficient to 
render the whole world 
into ash and tallow. 


Oh, it may 
take longer 
than that. But 
don't worry. 
We'll 
wait until he 
comes. 


Okay, 
La / Lieutenant, 
push these people 
back and give us 
a perimeter. 


Ray We don't 
Ey Know how Diablo 
= is going to fight 
a back when we hit 
that thing. 


You a 
the square | 
3 cleared, —— | 


\ 
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Dio mio! E’ un ¥ II diavolo 
\. monstro! _/ ha spezzato 
pe ae le catene! 


’ } 
% 


i 
, 
| 
> 


—— an 
Nice going, ( \ 


causing a-- ¢ 
moni. da 
~ Ecco i servi del 


’ diavolo, spogliati dei 
A loro travestimenti. 
<<) 


| il vostro 
dovere. 4 


Didn't catch 
much of that. But I'm 
guessing it wasn't 


"welcome to sunny 
Italy." 


trying to kee 
us from the 


g Rubber 
bullets and CS 
gas, Richards. 


What, you think | jj 


ve go 
Alzheimer's? 
U 


Stranza is 
right! They're Gemons-- 


It begins Sy 

to look that J) 

mi Ne 
I wish it ‘ 
\/ waspossibleto 
Y talk to them under ¢ 


flag of parley. But 
since we can't-- 


--better to 
win the battle 
quickly-- 

--and 
sort out the 
finer details 
afterwards. 
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Aaaaah! 
7 Now we let the 
Aplaee: pharmacon reach 
Vecchiato's - its critical stage. 
wards are < Spirit of gold. Spirits 
breached! i of sulphur and 
ammonia. And you see, 
j the dangerous 
effluents start 
to build. 


The elixir vitae 
refines itself. It 
becomes the 
essence of life. 


And what it 
throws Off, in the 
process, is the 
essence of death, 
which I must-- 


J 7 
wh Help! Reed! ) Hea 


Someone! 
“S 


y 


Good morrow 
to you, signior : é 
monster. Listen, mister, St 
if the Hogwarts' second h 
eleven out there couldn't {re you \vomo 
stop me, good manners him? él 
ain't gonna cut it. 


\@ Bueno. We 
S\ resume. 


painless. 


You see, 
this presents 
itself as an exercise 
in pure logic. 


A chain of 
cause and effect-- 
with YOu as one of 

the links. 


“In order to become : “My destiny 
immortal, I must \ demands it. I 
unleash these terrible, yam too great 
corrosive forces. } to die. 


“Release 
the universal 
solvent. 


“An ocean of fire 
wide enough and 
deep enoughto /@ 

consume the world. \// 


“So the only " 
|] choice left E 
tome-- 
Wl sip u the latch 
Of Hell itself. J 
- 2 


“_-is which 
world should be 
consumed.” 


There is no reason 
why it should, my child. 
There is enough energy 
here to burn the entire 

world to a cinder. 


But it is not 
grounded in your 
body. It merely uses 
you as a conduit. 
Passes through 


ZOu --as the 


necessary 
first linkin 
a chain-- 


. ia 


di 
i ’ 


h 
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ANZA even Aurt! 
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--which ends 
somewhere else 


entirely. 


BACKIIN 5TH 
CENTURY, MILAN: 


Say amagic V Give me an 
word or excuse. 
something. 


humiliation. 


pain and — 


Johnny, don't But these 
. hurt him. He's not men are wearing 
our enemy! the Sforza crest. 


Check your And Duke Sforza 


dictionary, rules this city. 
Reed. He tried Sheliike 


to kill us. Ly medieval 


This--this is 
Diablo's tower? 
Il--torre di 
DiabloP Look at the sky. 
— El Diablo reaches out 

for immortality and 

omnipotence. He 

refines the elixir 

vitae. 


We thought 
you to be with 
him. For this-- 

apologies. 4 


But we 
must stop him, 
while still there 

- a is time. 
Si. Vero. 
You speak-- 

tongue of 

English? 


Yeah. What's 
going on here? 
Why did you 

attack us? 


Then : 
what are we 
waiting 


X marks 
the spot, } 


LBD LEA bat fd | ji 
aa 


(nt | 
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Pull these men back, ¢ ; 
Corporal. And evacuate } i Yes sir. 
the street. g ats, We've got fire 
: - oA engines coming ]® 
. through. < 

They're 

, gonna try to 

douse that |} 


It's not 
working. Spivey, 
we've got to move 
the engines 
further back. 


Fit gets 
any hotter, the 
fuel tanks are 


gonna-- 


ge MMT} 


A 
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And now the 
elixir comes. 


Afew minutes 

more, andit's 
done. Mg child, Im 
eternally in your-- 


< 


— 
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Ah, Vecchiato, 
my old enemy. 
And my 
reluctant 
allies, I 
Quattro 
Fantasticos. 


Or rather, 
three of 


raise your Ji 
scudo subdolo 
=| against me-- 
your invisible 
shield. 


But if I m, 
focus my power of \7 
transmutation 
on the shield itself, 
what then? rd 


Which will y 
be stronger, \ /. 
my magic or kes 


Yes. That 
is what I 


. thought. 
(- =| 
gy * 


I am obliged 
to ascientist from 
your time--Joseph 
Priestley--for the 
revelation that fire 
needs oxygen in 
order to burn. 


7 Just as you 
need it both to 
propagate --and to 
gour aren Breathe. 


| 


| 
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AN Tchah!You Wy 

. comeintomy Wesz 

a house, vecchiato, \7" see you 
sanctorum a with your not what it is 


--omniumque 


j i You took 
gai eal and you face? Has " na once A 

pontare. hope quite surprise. 
A\ Youfindme /7 


benedictionem-- /23 
pONder=. blinded 


now-- yf Y 
Y Y 


but lo 


Ah, but look 
at this! Vecchiato 


is aman of might an 
will. Somehow, he is 
still alive. Just 
alittle. 


SS Shall I 
understudy God's 


SY mercy and release Ea 
> him from his 
pain? aN ‘ 


»® 


I was Trying fo uffer, 
an (ncantarion. 


--1 heard the creak 
of tortured stone. 


% without success, for 
My nerves secmed frozen 
and my mind was a fading 
coal. But ditmly, through 
a the gathering dark-- 


Notevole! 
You do not 
need to 
breathe? 


Es Well, Iam 
lad. It's right 


g 
that it should 
come down to 


The two 
brother souls, 
face-to-face. The 
symmetry is 
very pleasing. 


I'm not TA) , { 
following } = 
you. _/ No? Butitis \ 
% obvious. 
a 


We are b 


a ih Ty alchemists, Reed 


=< 4 | Richards. Both seekers 7 


into the mysteries 
of the universe 


The only 
difference is 
that Ido not 

flinch from 


what Isee A= 


Y Th 
{ difference 
. is that I'm 


You think 
that’s the 


difference? (vero Y 


That's 
| notthe 
difference. 


To answer your earlier 
question, I'm sending the 
energy to your city oF 
the future. It burns, 
even as we speak. 


That is why I 
did not close 
the time-gate 

behind you. 


Yeah. Doesn't 
hurt a bit. I'm just a-- 
condo or something. JJ 

The energuy's going 
somewhere e/se. 


Somewhere ™ 
else? Where--? 


See, 
DPottore Richards? 
You do need to 

breathe. 


But sadly, 


that is no longer } ( 


an option. 


have humbled you and 
your comrades, and 
made a great circuit 
out of past and 
future? P 


--circuit-- 


--breaker-- 


y) Gait i 
aL 


i t i 
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DEFFEFEEEETEEFEEEEEEEEZE 


| / / ] { ( } 
¢ , Y / / / / ¢ / ) ‘| f 
ra ( / we ] / / 


ANN 


Wy JN ‘ HI 


a di 


your Own 
size. 


Look! My 
4 handis all # 
shiny. 


F ‘ one ¢ { 
ie o) \ 
\ fe Ss Z ; ae | S \ 
\yy 2 PUGS 
aE ‘Zz ee re Be 
$0. Dad! | oe fl What is it, ‘ ae : 
; py ; wd «] Vecchiato? __the elixir, se 
ry t--don't aad E 
| | touch them. Let § ID) KSz= the piece ’ 
them wake on their y ~ NY 2 your friend's body, 
0 KS 


own, and they ~\ Sa Ke and anoint 
will be well. : | 


Does this 


ak We've 
look like a : already got 
shoulder to iebean: enough 
you? é 
y Sg 
NI 


Aw 


mm /\NZ/ 


EEL ez zz 


{] Qh . R ~ = <\ h \ 2 f} ‘ j Di ! 
: \ AS) Re UH if fe A | 
ESS /, | Ald SA WW = Hl ay ‘j i 
ianny (eon z = : a ca 
A 4 n b : . . | 
TY we P N : : 
| { & —~ 


Vie es 


good to have you \\ 
' How do | 
you feel? 


BE \s 
S 
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/ 
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Vecchiato, 
there's a little 
of the elixir 
left. I can-- 


a 


IN| Dio, no! I 
| | don't want-- 
to live on-- 

like this. 


Better to 
die. \t will not 
be long now. 


ae Richards, 
> what's going 
on here? 


We won, W 
y Lieutenant. & 
But we're 


\\ stranded 


here. Unless the 
. alchemists 
can send us 
home. 


My friends are 
dead. With their help-- 
and at the height of 
my power--I might have now--an 
pierced the veil of hour, at 
time to the tune best. 
of one year. 


Then I 
think we're 


we epiy spot piso oo trom 
Diablo's spell, and they were Truly the manners of the 
veuntted. while 1 feiqued an f 
luterest in the stonework. ee nen iil iyi 


— JI» 


; 2 It wasn't \ 
Astonishing. i A thunder. 1 left 

That you could call \¢ an electrical 

the thunder down gxyA generator 

out of the sky on /\ sitting right 

To the rubble this place, and yet hi 

the city gare we not find your own ete 
iii “al city and should have brought wel nomne 4 MEE shove it into 
them home again. overload. 


T'd have liked < = You ready, Y IF you call 

to have known y * rat-bait? / me that again, 

you better. = TN T'll touch you 
ey Sc wich iting 


And I you, 
dottore. But 
there's no 
time now. 
Not if we're 
gonna make the 
bus. Thanks, 
Vecchiato. 


Doesn't 
even go with 


my shorts. \ 


(4 1 threw them into the “a 
| abyss of time as tar eae 
Ge] 45 I could. ae 
VV which was not far at 
all. Barely an hour, 


possibly less. a 


but 1 sent them backwards, to a 

yeiianily nip the isi yo i 

lutact. Barély minutes atfer 

Hhamselves hd emerged trom it. in iy hbinplpis, 


Ye 


walked home to thé 


tee. 


nome 


ay 
—— 
— es 
= —— 3 TELM A 


|; 


|_ 


LI 
ig 
L 


i | 


= 


ama 


ia 


a: 


H | 


57 /s enough To know 
that tf exis?s. / 


‘a (Gi x 
pox GP ERT SLUR SURE 
ie een: Gore 


z —— 


7, 


Yo 


| 
WSO 


Po The bane BUILDINGS + gh 
N 


Du 


your daughter, 
Mr. Richards, and 
yours, Mr. and Mrs. 
Lyunch--along with 
a Mrs. Rachel 
Grimm--were, um, 
involved ina } 
temporal 
anomaly. 


What--what 
garbage are 
you feeding us? 


See Wiel) [Kin 
What are you oi 
telling us here? 
My 
g 


saying this for 
the last 


Our own Poctor 
Storm was 
affected, too-- 
which is why I find 
myself, um, in 


charge here. 


They spent 
some time in 
medieval Milan. 
They could have 
been exposed 
to smallpox. 
Bubonic plague. 
Tuberculosis... 


daughter. And right with you, 


Iwant my And we're 


I want her 
now. 


What have \ 
you done 
with her? 


mister. Where's 
our Donna? 


You can't 
hold Enid without 
our permission. 


W-well--a 
period of 
J quarantine is 
mandated 
bu-- y 


Don't give me that 
legalistic crap, or 
I swear T'll put 
my fist through 

your-- 


_ 

tig 

: dig, 
eZ Zz 


aE 11) VASA A Oy FPA 
PAWN), : y™ 
ean 
Cree i 


} ‘ 
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Oh, Reed, 
where is 
she? 


Enid's fine, 
Mom. They're just 
checking us all for 

bugs, and it 
takes a while. 


Well, that and-- 
there is kind oF 
more to it, but it’s 
hard to explain. 


She was exposed to 
some weird kind of energy, 
and we don't know if it's 
still--if she's got-- 


bi { Our daughter got \ 
You think disappeared right 
I'm stupid, out of our house. _ 


Boule —— ~~ i cAN f eee 

/ " we had the lousy 
Asti ac i luck to get stuck 
y = with you, we don't 
| Because ever get to have 

Then don't / “ai of yOu. She anormal life. 

talk to me like Po a got taken on _ 
I'm stupid. 7 \ account oF 


AI ? 4 hd) /) 14, 7 

“Ahi . YMNYYUUL, 

oe “Dy Z Wy. 
; } Z tip, 4, Yj 
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: LO 
De 


ew od 
we 


Reed, your 


idn! Darling, come 
ke atte back. Please don't 


the way it take it like this. 
sounded. 


Hey, babe. You 
scan me for plague- 
bearing parasites and - 
\ T'll scan you. Not now, 
m Sue. Maybe 
later. 


Get your 
stupid force 
field out of my 
face and let me 
into my lab. 


somethin 
your da 


IF L wanted to 
talk about it, that's 
what I'd be doing. 
Let me in, Sue. 


Your dad is 
the biggest moron 
in the known J 


universe. 
You 
shouldn't 
let him get 
to you. 


Y - eS ANG? Okay. 
wane te oS, ‘SZ \ A Whatever. 


j I don't 
want to argue 
about it. 


that's all. 


I'll drape 
myself over your 
equipment and \' 
look awestruck. / — 


You're still 
working on ig ( you had it 
volatile cubic workin 
lutke?P i now. a 
volitional J 
lattice. 


I thought 


Yes. 


Yeah, the 
cube itselFis 
functional. But 
I couldn't find a 


converter. \ little item. 
Energyinto [p> 

matter. Matter [—/ In theory 
into energy. “=! it cando 

anything. 


In practice it 
takes two million 
ergs of input energy 
to heat atest tube 
full of water by 
half a degree. . 

ie 


Making it the 
least formidable 
weapon inhuman [J 

history. 


So you need | 
a bigger 
battery? 


Or a better 
conversion rate. 
I've tried EM 
oscillation. Crystal- 
gel capacitors. 
Even bio-organic 
feedback. 


eae Nothing works. 


Bummer. 
So what's 
next? 


Pe se want another \ 
1 Lwon't Lwon't P lood sample. It's to see 
Wal t I won't and you iF you've got any nastuy-- 
; can't make me. 
I need my 
blood to make all 
the oxygen go 
everywhere in my 
body. And you've 
had lots. 


IF you don't 
leave me alone, 
T'll make my shiny 
hands and burn 
you up. 


Pair oF 
threes. No 


raise, Mrs. 
Grimm. Ten 


Heh heh heh! Okay, Mister 
Oh, NOWit's — Lumpkin, sir. Let's 
heating up. go for a ride. 


Fold. Mom, 
would it kill you 
to bottom-deck 
me an ace once 
in a while? 


T'll see your 
ten, and raise 
you--thirty. 


Then read 'em and bow 
low to the ground. Four 
I'll see “4 jacks. 
what you 6 
et | That's every got. Bwahaha! Next 
) | matchstick I time maybe you'll 
take a lady's 
word. 


And the best 
you're holding is } 
a straight. 


Man, I hope you 
got better tactics 
than this if we go to 

war or somethin’. 


Uh--Mrs. Grimm, 
would you se// me 
one of those 
matches? 


little boy has a 
weak chest. / | 


r / He doesn't 
—{ need to breathe 
your second- 
hand smoke. 


I turned blue for 
a week after that 
Milan thing. Mom thinks 
I've gota 
condition. 


Grimm, 
is your mom 
seeing anyone 
right now? 


Forget it, 
Lumpkin. I'm 
\ not calling you 
Daddy. 
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Vi stars? 


Swat 


»—~ 
— —— 


They're 
ot shiny. 


They're in another 
universe. I just set 
the computer to display 
energy signatures 
and luminance data. 


| Gee, it's so hard to ee Stellar object 


PZ17-24718-81. 
Good choice. So what 
happens 
That little now? 
baby has a core 
temp of twenty 
million degrees. 


decide. They all look 
so good. 


Idn't 


Way to go, Reed. You couldn’ 
have warned me there'd be 
__a'FWAAASH"P 


e 
ve \ ey 
d's 


Okay, I have 
to say that didn't 
lOOK too good. 


I want you to 
see if you can hold 
it For longer this 
time--and without 

any signs of 

breathlessness. 


Okay, Le 
let's give it | 
a shot. 


dj 


) 
Wy 


Much better, Donna. Man, it's been three 
Now I'm going to see how days. Ibet my mom ar ; 
your heartbeat’s and dad are going something A b Sees ae \ 
doing. crazy. How much Bice: Sean RObOE 
o longer are they .. agian i 
gonna keep us 
here? 


Get that thing : Why? You 
away from me, 


getting 
bored?r 
t Trust me,my ‘> 
% dad's a doctor. 


: Noe obe 
Imean this whole set- ioe 
up is like something out vi! ) 

2 of asci-fi movie. , 


I want to 
see something 
incredible. 


I'm 
serious, 


It's like you're afraid 
of your own feelings 
or something. y 
SSSR : 
7 psychoanalyze 
me, babe. It's not 


what you're 
here for. 


ioe 


at it. a>. 
More 4 = 
incredible. Jay Mii, Sy \\ 


Well, don't 
be. try torule 
serious right 
out of my life. 


wt 
\ \N 


Ss \\\Y 
\ \\ 


audience. 


Pretty much 
killed the mood 
there, didn't I? 
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“Half the stars in <Something bigger 
the Gastern SKY ~ than a hundred suns, 
occulted? eclipsing them all? Ora 
fault in radio telescope 
Bixia? Which do we 
thinkP> 


<Pr. Zhang. 
Please--would 
you check my 
observations?> 


<They 
don't make 
any sense 
to me!> 


<It's going to 
| be difficult to 
verify, in either 
- case.» 


<What 
<Telescopes Argus, \about the i 
Bixia and Caishen have \_moon?> <Nothing, Professor 
all left their orbits. Zhang. Except--it ought 
And the moon--> to be full. But it isn't.> 


This isn't 


Okay. But are 
we talking "I just 
wasted half an hour" 
not-good or "we're 
all gonna die” 
not-good? 


The power readouts haven't 
moved. The /ink is in place but 
the cube isn't charging up. 


It's like \ 
PZ17-24718-81 
isn't radiating. 
Which would 
have to mean 
it's-- 


Somewhere 
in the middle. 


656549865996/465498/4654607/19210 
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"T think I 
bent reality 


all out of shape” 


Reed? I need 
an adjective or 
something. 


It's pink? It's 
portable? It's 
coming soontoa 
theater near us? 


It's not 4 
a star. 
It's 


something 
_ else. 


PACIFIC RIM SEISMIC MONITORING STATION “PAKMAN:” 
LOCAL TIME 0815. 


Okay--mail call. 
Something from 


Tony. Couple of 
magazines for | 
Lt Griff. . 
After 
the game, 
man. Limm--you 
know you got 
a spike there, 
right? 


Hey, you're right. But this was a 

I do. Only a one point few minutes 
five, though. back, and it was 

centered on 


It's not New york. 


showing here. 
Where are you /2~ 
zeroed? 
7 South 
China Sea. 


| ] 


No sweat. It's 
small enough that 
they probably didn't 
even feel it on Fifth 
Avenue. And there's 
no way on earth it 
can impact on 
anything way over-- 


a XX 


NEW YORK. 


Gettinga 
little crazy 
out there. 


Is it just me, 
or are we taking 
more than our 
fair share oF 
that lightning? 4 


This building is more 
effectively earthed 
and shielded than 
anywhere else in New 
York, Ben. 


But I have 
to admit, I've 
never seena 

storm quite 
like-- 


But sir, the 
quarantine 


IF you live long 
enough to die oF 
bubonic plague, 
I'll apologize. 


How can it not be a star? 

You said it had an internal 

temperature of twenty 
million degrees! 


It does. 
But it doesn't 
have a gravity 

well. 


all this is 
happening. 


The idea was to siphon 
fusion power from the star's 
core. But it's not anchored 

in any way. 


“gf So instead, we're 
reeling it in. Across a 
hundred different universes. 


I'm trying to cut the link 
but it's not letting me! 


But it must \_ 


have looked 


like astar, to . : 
myscanner. SOit has to 


contain energy 
onastellar 
scale. 


You know 
what it looks 
like? 


A surfboard. 


Funny, Sue. 
But this doesn't 

make any 

sense. 
/ \s today 

state-the- 
obvious 
day? 


There's an 
energy signature 
init, but it's not 
off the scale or gf CR: 
ing. nd it hasn’ 
apy eoiny This isn't it. arrived yet. 
It was something 
else that we 
hooked. 


It's not 


much like 


astar. 


Okay, Richards. 
You said you had 
something to 
tell us. So tell. 


In words 
of one 
syllable. 


Little girl, you 
need to go some- 
place where you'll 

be safe. 


Safe from 


I tried to --asa 
plug my cube- | 
deviceintoa | 


power source. 
But somehow, 
a I've drawn 
"Device" is in a living 
{ two syllabubs, \_ entity. 
Reed. Stop 
cheating! 


What do you mean 
by "drawn in,“Reed? 
Prawn in from 

WASIEE And how is 
From this connected 
another to the earth 


universal 
stack. 


“He's actually shrinking, 
Doctor Storm. He was a 
couple of light-years across 
when Lfirst saw him. 


“Now he masses 
about the same as 
a small planet.” 


Those aren't clouds. When he 
; passed Jupiter, about a tenth 
Where did of its mass was sucked into He's 
the clouds his gravity field. homing in 


come from? 

7 He punched straight on my 
through the asteroid signal. 
belt, too--so now he's ‘ 

got an entourage. 
But the thing is-- 


Wa 


Get the 5 inking. i T'll give you 
Triskelion. . doesn't burn up in the five minutes’ 
Doctor “Wl atmosphere, he'll be a lead time, 
Storm-- lot smaller when he Richards. 
hits the ground. 
Code Mirror 


Tango. This is Manhattan. 

the Baxter Building. When he hits 

I need to talk to Manhattan. 
Colonel! Fury. = 


Please, 
Lieutenant. I 
broke this, 
so let me 
Fix it. 


Hey, Reed. 
What's with the 
surfboard? 


It's a 
cosmic surf- 
board. It came 
from outer 
space. 


Seriously. 
Come on. 
I'm 
i P| telling you, 
( it'sa 
cosmic-- 


T've been 


working On a V.T.O.L. 


troop transport. 
We can use that. 
Enid-- 


The hangar 
deck. We'll need 
to do this from 

the air. 


What's on 
the hangar deck? 
We trashed the 

Fantasti-Car. 


jo / 


You are not 
coming with 
us. 


I'ma super 
hero now. Igo 
all shiny. 


I don't 
care. Run 
and play. 


Fine. 


T'll tell T'll tell him you 
Dad. / made me go with 
you. He always 
believes me. 


T'll drop Ima 
you out of a super hero. I 
window. can probably 
Fly. 
This 
plane can 


Whatever. 


you calling this \e 
one, Reed? 
The Wonder- 
BusP 


It's called It has electrostatic 


cowling when it's i ome on, 


Cc 

n 

motion. Andit's fully Guys. We're 
modular. 


under the 


What 
does ‘fully 
modular” 

mean? 


Superimposing 
the Manhattan 
street-grid--he 
comes down 
here. 


high up, and you 

deflect him with 

your force field. 
Into the East 


“IF he Can burn, 
he'll burn before 
he gets to us. 
IF not-- 


“--he can take 
anything we can 
throw at him." 


Made of 
lots of little 
pieces. Like 


Okay, 
I've got the 
vector. 


Reed, I don't know 
if I can. Something 
that big, coming 
in so fast-- 


You'll be fine. \\ 
And Johnny can 

slow him with 

a nova blast. 


Seriously? 
We'll be sprinkling 
his ashes on 
the East River. 


Would you all 
just--stop asking 
questions 
and do it? 


We mess up 
here and people 
are gonna die. 
And it will be 
my Fault. 


i Okay, this 
is where we 
split up. 


You do your 
stuff. I'll track 
him from here and 
reel you in again 

when we're 


He's coming 
in from over your 
left shoulder. | Mass still 
decreasing, but 
that means he's 
getting faster. 
You see him? 


Yeah, 
we got him. 
Ready, sis? 


Okau. 
Then I'll go 
first. 


Gotta 
say, Reed, 
I'm loving 

the ride. 


/ The pep 
talk--not so 
much. 


attired me 

straight at him. If I 

a akc hit him full-on, I'll 
en, Theyre | maybe kill some oF 


a thousand f 
feet Up. his momentum. 


I'm the only 
one who can 


do that and 
survive. 


All right. 
Yeah. Let's 
try it. 


Sue, Ben is 
coming through. 
Turn your force 
field off in three 

seconds. 


Sue, the 
debris! 
Teach your 


grandmother, 
Reed. 


And you and 
me still need to 
have a little talk 
about that "stop 

asking questions" 
line. 


Ben! Are 
you all 


right? 


Yeah, but 
1 busted 
your modular 


thingumalld. Unless it's 


still modular 
when the pieces 
are the size of 

a toothpick. 


Okay, I 
think we're 


back to where 
we were before 
I screwed up. 


Back to the 
B.B., I guess. We'll 
pick up some 
salvage equipment 
and see if we 

can-- 


Sorry. 
Let me get 
that. 


Ijust got 
done talking to 
your handlers at 
the Baxter. It was 
not a happy 
conversation. 


Richards, get this 


Yeah? Then 
I guess it was 
pretty bad Like 
Science, drinking poison 
wasn't it? \ tosee ifthe 
label's right. 


Colonel, I'm 
really sorry. 
This was just-- 
impossible to 
predict. 


straight. I tolerate 
the Baxter Building 


W-wind up 
the think tank? 


because it gives 
General Ross some 
cool toys to play 
with and keeps him 
from trying to 
second-guess 
me. 


Colonel, you can't! 
This was just 
me--just my 

mistake. 


But I'm 
seriously thinking 
it might be time 
to put the toys 
back in the 
box. 


Tell it 
to my field 
commander. 


She's half 
aclick south 
of you, at the 

Waldhouse Basin 
docks. Waiting 
to debrief 
you. 


her she can 


Reed 
Richards, boy 
genius. 


| Captain , 
Z Danvers. Z 


“We made the Then we got 


Scrambled the call from 
six |.C.B.M.s, but the Lumpkin at the 
telemetry went Baxter. 


jolly silver giant 
as soon as he 


showed up, out 


past Pluto. haywire because his 


size and mass kept 
shifting. 


So now it's $.H./.E.L.0.'s 
baby. You're handing over 
to me. 


No, I'm not 
handing-- 


You're handing 
over to me. And I'm 
asking you before I 

| send you home if you 
\ have the faintest 
idea what this 
thing is. 


No, I don't. But I can 
tell you that his internal 
temperature is twenty 
million degrees. 


And that he 
probably met the 
Gah Lak Tus swarm 
once because Gah 
Lak Tus modeled its 
antibody drones 


And we're 
not going 


So I'm ‘ : 
You've been thinking "boy But I think-- Physical laws 


indi el! f it might be could be very 
sigs daa sees Ee i i because he was different inthe 


adjusting to universe I pulled him 
vee our reality. from. Matter 
: could be very 
different. 


And here we are 
already at the naked 
speculation, so I 
guess you can go-- 


for now. 


Hendricks, 
get those micro- 
subs into the 
water. 
Danvers, 
listento 
me. 


Thanks. We've 
got that angle 
pretty much 
covered, too. 


goes bad, 
you might need 
\ superhumans 


And I'd say 
Let us stay. you've met 
We'll Keep out of your reckless 
the way unless endangerment 
you tellus to quotas for today. 
intervene. Wouldn't you 
agree? 


Nothing 
so far. 


Nothing on 
IR. No thermal 
gradients, 


; Oh. Hold 
my the front page. 
Tracking 
movement. 


“We've got 
him, Captain." 


xi i ] 
i Could I biologist. 
examine And I've met 
him? Miss ‘“ life-forms 
please. Let efore. 
us do our-- 
— 


Who would've 


, "\ guessed? 
Making 
sure he's 


Okay, get that 
restraint harness 
over here. Let's 
lock him down. 
If I generate x 
a weak force field 
against his pleura, 
@ Icanfeel his lungs 
inflate. 


He's alive, 
Captain 
Danvers. 


But his 

internal 
morphology 
is--nothing ff 


even close /f 
to human. 


We're going 
to have to try to 
communicate 
with him. I wonder if 
we can use the 
computer 
algorithm I 
wrote for the 
Nihil entity. 


You think 
you're pretty 
hot stuff, 
don't you, 
boy? 


Like, whoever 
SHIELD. 
puts onto this 
job, they're 
gonna miss 
something you 
would have 
caught. 


Are we just 
assuming he's 
hostile? 


He survived 
unprotected 
re-entry. I'm not 
giving him the 
benefit of any 
doubts right 
now. 
This 
harness 
was designed 
to hold the 
Hulk. 


But you rolled 
out the red carpet So the 
for this thing without last word I 
even Knowing what it want to hear from 
was. Whichseems your mouth is 'we.” 


to be your usual Now or ever. Got 
modus operandi. that? 


That 
isn't even 
a word. 


- It's got to 
5 ee? be, dog. Otherwise 
? there's no way to 
describe what she 
just did to 
you. 


Lock 
three! Lock 
three! 


Lock all 
hotware 
on my exact 
position. 
IF Iclench 


my fist, launch 
everything. 


Jensen, 
you copyP 


yes, 
captain. 


And you've 
got visual? 
Listen to 
me. 


Jdg2mg CrQQMA 
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gin oredg Samar 
dee so long! 


Amillion 
lifetimes! 


You speak 
English? , 


Nowtldo. 
There are-- 
electromagnetic 
signals in your 
atmosphere, 
expressing sounds. 
They are easy 
to decipher. 


Iam 
Norrin Radd, 
of Zenn-La. 
Look at 
this! 


There are 
buildings! Manu, 
many buildings! 
There must be 
millions oF 


Right. Right. Okay, 
T'd like you to come 
with me, to meet 


I sense 
chemical 
gradients. 


Fossil fuels! How 


wonderful. 


--to meet some 
people who can tell 
you more about our 
culture. And ask you 
about yours. 


And this 
is only one 
city, on one 

landmass. 


First I 
have to build 
the beacon. 


The beacon. 
So that my master 
can come and 
claim you. 


And make 
you happier 
than you have 

ever been. 


Ah. But of 
course, I was 
forgetting. 


These 
things have 
their own logic, 
and their own 
protocols. 


First 
there must 
be death. 


Listen! 
Whoever 
you are--I'm 
arresting 
you by the 
y\ authority of 
GH.IE.LD. 


recognize your 
authority. 


It's 
meaningless 
to me. 


Ah. The 
force barrier 
I met before. 

You will 

remove it, 
please. 


)7 Look, we 
/ don't want to 
fight you. But 
you can't build 
this beacon 
without telling 

us what 

it's for. 


I require no 
permission. 
I offer no 
explanation. 


/ You said 


you wanted 
to help, 


\ Richards. 


Because 
you cannot 
stop it. 


x - 


Heat? Asa But to one 
weapon? I suppose who has walked in 
I follow the logic, the chambers of the | 
as far as it 4 stars, yours is but 
goes. ee , 7 meager warmth. 
"al : 4 
ak a 
w/ - 


You're not Fine. Ijust 
interested in thought we should 
talking this try the civilized 
through, are = option first. 


be honest-- 
we're cool 
either 
wau. 


Finally. Seems 
ashame to ruin 
that lovely 
chrome finish. 


But what 
can you 
dor? 


Code five! 
Code five! This is 
Agent Carol Danvers 
calling for code 
five backup! 
Pawel \ 
I need the 
Ultimates or [Ji 
Mahr-Vell! ‘ 


You understand 
nothing. The 
beacon is my gift 


7 Once it's lit, 
my master will 
come and your 

world will 
become a-- 


A 
= “ 


Pleased 
to hear 
Rs 


Maybe you'd 
like to lead us 
all in some Beach 
Boys songs? 


+. You'll 
{ thankme 
for this. 


void-glider. VW this 
Star-threader. " gladdens 
I feared you me, and-- 
were lost. completes 
me. 


Woman, I have 
crossed universes 
to find this world. 


This is KN : 
absurd. I wield I bring you 
the power ~~ blessing and 
cosmic. C= 2 bounty beyond 
\ your power to 
imagine. 


E That ig : 
e neat. All I've 
Gotisaregular- Sub do what 
eeu pk thirty- your damn hands 
. up On your 
damn head. 


You throw my 
offered kindness 
in my face, and 
menace me with-- 
toys. 


I shouldn't 
let this anger 
me. But it 

does. 


There. Up 
ahead of us. 
Let-- \ Isense most of i 
me--go, you\ the components the beacon 


lousy piece Tneed. there. And he 


OF -- will cone. A ae 
: ) 


Sy But you, laduy--in 
your stubbornness 
and pride--you have 

shown yourself 
unworthy. 


The hatred 
and fear you embody 
are poisons in the 
heart of the 
world. 


Furu, if 
you're still 
picking up... 
my signal... 


This--okay, 
Captain Danvers? 
Don't think I can-- 

get you all the way 
= to the ground. 


Are your feet 
still standing in It's-- hurting. 
Waldhouse : Alot. I'm gonna 
Basin? snap back now. 
Is that--? 


Go to the 
Baxter Building. 
That's where he's 

heading. 
And 
Richards... 


~ Uf 


This is fine, 
Richards. 


Thanks 
for the 
assist. 


But bringing 
the Surfer here 
is Still all 
your Fault. 


Yeah. I 
know. See you-- 
soon. 


Lieutenant 
Lumpkin, we've 
got incoming, 


Unthinking 
/i9l21¢2, yet 


again. 


Master, this 
world needs you 
more than I could 
have guessed. 


Reed, what 


happened to 4 


you? You look 


Are you 
hurt? Don't 
try to stand 


You're not 
fine. I want to 
examine you. 


up yet. 


«but isn't 
this where we 
parked the seven- 
ten-split? 


Hey, this is 
Brooklyn. 


I don't think so. 
They were right on 
the dock when the 

shockwave from 
those missiles hit. 


It had to be W 


someone else. | 
Someone who ~ 
stayed back f{ 
out of the 
fight. 


That's crazy. 

T left the controls 

in homing mode, 
b 


Then I 


Uhh--1 
hate to interrupt 
when things are 
getting 
steamy... 


No, someone would 
still have had to touch 
the steering column 


guess it went 


home. 


Master, 
my quest is 
over. 


I've found a \ 
world so perfect \ 
for your purposes 

that you will 

weep when you 
see it. 


Nobody \ 
= weeps inmy = 
kingdom. 


Except 
for me. 
Except for you. 
| Andyouearned ¥ 
your punishment 
a thousand times 


But Ido 
= notholdwith \ 


weeping, Norrin ]~ 
Radd. 4 
= you Know \- 


And now I have 
/ earned my release. This is a world of 
Look around you, _ six billion, riven by wars 
majesty. and disasters. IF Zenn-La 
cast a shadow, this world 
would be that 
shadow. 


C Perhaps. I 
—=“S. = will examine it. © 

But in the 

meantime... 


Am Ito 
Know your 
name, little 


It's just a 
child, majesty. 
I was aware of 
her presence. 


7 Achild? Well, 
that's fitting. 
There is a 
rightness 


I'm Enid 
Richards. An 
} you're not 
allowed 


So go awau, 
or I'll Zap you 
with my shiny 
hand. 


a 


and — 
= youlove = Ss 


<S 


a 
is over. But It's called Y 
forgiven--no. New York, 


i f ~ 
Majesty! ‘ pf / Not yet. 
j 1 if V9 
healee Vi/ | \ Enid, will 


mM you show me 
m thiscityor @ 
yours? \ 


You're right, 
Norrin Radd. Two ® 
worlds like two 
yolks ina single 
egg. 


Then--am 
Tat last to be 
forgiven? 


my new 
subjects... 


id accept their 
a al Reed, slow 
down. Let Ben 


and Sue catch 
up. 


>. 
“ML 


Ay 
a 


_ There's no =o 
time. How could ltwouldhave “ 


Ihave been so--/~ Enid would e 
idiotic? 7 taken her straight 
so idiotic: onlyhave had to" back to the hangar 
3 | touch the steering at the Baxter. 


column. Just touch straight to where 
it once. Z he is. 


S 


Okay, but if 
we go in together, 
we've got a better 
chance of-- 


I dunno. 
Looks like a 


parade. / On Broadway? 


At rush hour? I 
don't think so... 


“I think it's 
something 
else.” / 
/| 
YY U 
TBE Wy) 


Highness, 
bless my 
baby! 


He's blessed 
just by being here 
= onthisday.Name = 
him Temar, after 
my father. 
I will, 
highness! 

Twill! 


Let me see 
him! Oh, please 
let me see 
him! 


Praise to 
him! Praise to 
his majesty! 


Well, duh! 


How could they | rhad to be sure. 
not love you? /you could have been \_ 


some kind. A 
throwback. 


"Curious. Freeze in 
your places now, my 
people. This needs to 
be aprivate 
conversation. 


y She can't 
answer you. Don't 
= youfeelanyurgeto = 
cheer or adore 


Bow down 
before me? Kiss 
the ground at 
my feet? 4 


iiii ] / jaa 
SU8TS 
meee) Jame 
Sag eae se 
SaaS eee 
SD RT EOS TS 


[o,f fe ff 
Pree, eed 2 


Not even 
slightly. 


Way is your 

ce frequency so 

oe ath o, , different from p 
ge. these others? 


You've done 
something to 
Enid's mind... 


tO 
all their 
minds. 


What's . 
F 2 Mind control. 
ecthinsal But he's going to 
[ hit the reset 
button. Aren't 
you? 


Why? Because 
= you threaten me ¥ 
with physical 
force? 


Iam Revka 
Temerlune Edifex 


king with no 
enemies.” 


~ Learn to count, y 
psycho-man. You're 


out by four. and whatever \ 
= =7 you're doing to 
everyone e/se 
here, it doesn't 
work on us. 


No. For some reason 

the four of you think 
on a different 

frequency than all 
1 these others. 


Po It is already 
) i ugly. But you're 
isgoingto | ¥F NW mostly angry with” you should stop 
get ugly. f = yourself, Reed trying so hard to 
Richards. For impress your father. ;- 
\ causing all It makes you 
» this. reckless. 


Leave him 
4 alone, you big 
bully! Don't 
you touch 
him! 


Touch me again, 
and I'll let them off 


Or turn against 
you in such numbers 
that they'll kill 
themselves in 
trying. 


I'mgiving 
you one last 
warning. 


But the choice 


You snap 


them all out oF 


3S 


No. You won't. 
Look around you, 
boy. The expressions 

on their faces. 


is yours. I wouldn't 


dream of trying 
to influence it. 


this or we'llsee how | : \ 
your power works 
when you're nursing 
a concussion. 


All that’s 
holding them = 
back is me. 


You've done well. 


= Almost--youhave = 
atoned for your | 


crimes. 


Thank 
you, majesty! 
ankK you! 


All right. 
What do you |} 


Hostages? 
Demands? I 
understand your 
language, but 
. , these words make 
You have eight ——~ little sense 
million hostages. : here. 
So--I'm guessing 
you've got some 
demands. 


No way! 
We're not going Ah, there 
to let you--_/ itis! You were 
= dimensionally = 
reflected, 
that’s all. 


Enough to throw 
me OFF for a little 
while. But now we're 
all friends, yes? 


Forgive 
us, majesty. We 
just weren't 
thinking! 


In fact-- 
that's where 


goodbye to your , 
world now. 


To war and 


and hatred. 


_f poverty and disease. \_ 
To guilt andfear f° 


It’s forgotten. 


! Leave those regrets © 


here, where they 
belong... 


u 


"and come and 
is like... 


see what Heaven 


"In Midian, we hang "And we all bring 
sun-globeg in the ‘| offerings to 
trees on the Quincunx, Machine Hill. Not 

and ribbons of mirrored ‘| big things but 
silver to catch _ |] things we love. 
the light. | 


"Bless him a million 
- - es ; ; : times. And his servant 
"Because the : ae oe ’ Norrin Radd, the 
machines gave ; a as 4 Silver Searcher, who 
us our lives back : } brought us home." 
after we lost 
them. 


I wonder 
sometimes what 
the expression on 
his face is. The 
one you never 
see anywhere 
else. 


I wonder 
if he's feeling 
something that 
only a hero 
can feel. 


allene > 

excellent, \vri. — 

Really lovely of 
work. Thank you, 


teacher- 
celibate. 


/ But you forgot 
{ tosaywhatthe \ 
machines actually 
do. Who can 
tell me that? 


\\ Teacher- 
i! celibate! 
Teacher- 
celibate! 


What do you 
think the 
answer is? 


y i- % 
{ hold up the 
_\ sky, teacher- 


celibate? _- 


No, they don't \ 
hold up the sky, but | 

that wasagood | 
\. answer, Danum. 


“Awrong \ 


Ivri, will 
you dance with 
me tonight? 
Oh! OF 
course LI will, 
Salo. Thank 
you. 


Yes! That 
would be 
wonderful. 


They hold up our hearts Y 
and our souls. They make 
us ring, like glasses 


Danum Ket, you 
{ make me laugh 
\ with your wrong 
: answers. 


Together 
always. 
Ourselves 
alwaus. 


That's it 


for today. I 
hope I'll see Thank you, 
you all at the { Ivri. I'm very 


. dance. stupid, I 


know. 


Umm ...1 
was wondering... 
at the dance 
tonight...would 
you-- 


See you 
tonight, 
Danum 
Ket. ) 


You 
like \vri 
Sansou? 


But to look at 
her makes me 
\ forget what I 
\ was thinking 
\ sometimes. ) 
<a - 


/ Although that { It's your 


_/also happens when friend. 
| I'm not looking at | . 
| her. Mother says 
I've got nothing 
in my head but 
clouds. 


Oh yes, 
Teph. I like 
her a lot. 


But she's 
red clan, Panum. 
We're blue. You're 
such a fool. 


Here, Stone 
Man. I brought 
some more 
pebbles for 
you. 


Yes. Wait 
for me, Teph. 

T'll just be : 

aminute. / white. 


I Know you 
like these colors 
best--blue and 


One after 
another? 


~ No, all at 


/ the same time. \ 


The girls can 
fight to 
hold me! 


We'll go together. 
As soon as your father 
gets back from making 

his offering. 


We may be 
ancients, but \\ 


we still love 
to dance. 


Good even, 
bous. 
Good even, 
mother. 


Can we 


change into our 
ceremonials and 
go straight to the 
Quincunx? 


Yeah. 


Y The "creaky How would 


you like your 


back". 
= f | | nose to belong 


Mom. This 
painting... 
what is it? 


Oh, just 
a dreamt 
had, Dan. It stuck 
, in my mind 
forsome | 
reason. /. 


Friends all! 


Today we celebrate \ 


the Waking, when 
we rose from our 
deaths and found 
that Heaven 
looked very much 
like home. 


Blessthe ‘ 
king, and bless 
the Silver 
Searcher. 


In everything 
you do or say or 
think this night, 
celebrate the 

gift they gave 
us. 


a fe 


< — 


Be alive, \ 
and 


rejoice! 


Twant Iwant a y / ah 
E ank 


to.. to. todance E , 
dance, , With you. NG Panum Jaa 


But what 
color are you, 
silly boy? 


The only Danum Ket, 
redtisee you're just a 
is in your crazy, Crazy Ihave a 
face. boy! head full of 
clouds! 


We'll laugh so 
much when we tell 
this in class tomorrow. 
Now go and find 
someone blue to 
dance with! 


Hello. What 
are you making 
\ there with those 
pebbles? 


And you're 
ahero, 
Searcher. 


Tlovea 
red girl, and 
you count to 

four. 


You're my 
best friend, 
Stone Man. 
My very best 
friend. 


We both 
have heads 
full of 
clouds. 


I don't even 
know what it is 
that I don't know. 
That's how 


ee / 

is Reed Richards? \ 

And what Les 
are YOUP 


But I (4 
= am ado the 
board. 


Say TheSearcher? ' 
wa You're the Silver 
Searcher? 


don't know 
how to do 


2 The board 
generates its own 


Exactly. So . feel no momentum 
trust me. or acceleration. vi --while the x 
Climb onto the <a ; / universe 
board. Think of = 
j : r runs to meet ff 
yourself as WW you. 
standing \ 


» aa “ 
still-- NAS 


This--this 
makes my head 
spin. I want it 
to stop now. 


Lez / 

wae NG 
Too late, 

Panum Ket. 


Amazingly, 
you chose 
truth over 
happiness. 


Iintend , 


to hold you 
to that 
choice. 


I think he 
must have given 
the wrong 
answer again. 


My brother. 
I'm sorry. 


es 
Radd, please I'm not 
letme go! ike you. 'mnot 
searching for 
anything. 


No, really. 
I can't do this. 
Please \et 
me go. 


I think 
we're far 
enough from 
land now. 


see how you 
manage on 


Yes! 
I'm sure! 


I don't think 
that's true, Panum 
Ket. Be brave for 

alittle longer. 4 


Nonononononono! 


remember what 
P| it's called. But 
not--happy. 
Tell me. 


Revka Temerlune-- 
is older than 
your entire / 
civilization. a 
When the 
Subrogation Edict 
was passed, making him 
ruler of Zenn-La for the 
rest of his natural life, 
your ancestors were 
\ discovering fire. 


Except for the 
king, of course. He 
brooded in his great | 
tower, alone, looking = | 
down always on the Hs | 
paradise he could 
never be part of. 


Perhaps it 
! drove him mad. 
Little wonder, 
iF it did. 


the strongest telepath 
produced. And the psycho- = 


Temerlune was 


our world had ever 


machines amplified 
his power a thousand 
thousandfold. 


He laid the 
web of his 
= thoughts across 


Zenn-La. Touched 
us all. 


Why do 
I need to 
See this? 


The 
machines-- 


us endless, | 


unwavering 
happiness. 


A society where “ 
it was impossible 
to grieve. To be 
afraid, or ashamed, 
or lonely. 


} Because this 

is my confession, 
Reed Richards. The 
king chose a child 
to train up as his 
successor. 


/ Adjusting the 
resonances of 
the boy's brain 


4 sothathe'dbe 7 
different from 
all his peers. 
So that \_ 


= he'dbe-- - 
immune. 


And sor 
convinced myself 
that endless 
happiness was a 
tyranny. A 
curse. 


Me. I grew 
up outside the 
cocoon, looking 
in at other 
people's shallow, 
perpetual joy. 


It was hard. 
Eventually-- 
unbearable. 


One day I j But they couldn't bear 


VY druggedhis wine, \_ | 
= andwhilehe slept = 


They were like--addicts in 
sudden, terrible 
withdrawal. 


<J 
WY I thought there They went mad. 
would be revolution. Killed themselves 


I thought the people © \ and eachother, in 7 | 
would thank me, and their millions. “= 
make me Kingin /~ 


his place. 


\\a 


: rs 


to see the world as it was. 


I bided my time. 

W smiled in the king's 
= face while Istudied p= 
how best to 
betray him. 


But you 
said this Thousands of 


was-- years ago. Yes. 
= Temerlune had made 
himself immortal 
already, by surgical 
means. 


as part of my 
punishment. 


The minds of 
your people have 
been overwritten. 
They're playing back = 
psychic recordings 
of lives long 
since ended. 


And he took 
away my immunity. = 
Made me his 


slave. Earth. 


You found 


sent me out Earth. 


into the void, with 
hermetically sealed 
skin and a star-core 
for a heart. 


To search 
forever, until I 
found another race = 
to populate 
Zenn-La. 


Good. The 
memories are 
returning to you, 


ae outside the er 
machines’ effective i 
radius. a pal for 


another 
just as big, 
Richards. 


in the machines’ infallible 
memories--and now 
reborn. 


one sin with \= 


Huge flowers, my 
poppet. Flowers that 


will bring butterflies 


and featherheads 
and pollen- 
sippers. 


And then one 
seed in each hole 
you've dug. Witha 
little water, anda 

tablet of the 


seed-food. 


Majesty, the 
machines register \/ 
an anomaly. i\ 

Ss . 


es 


summarize 
it. Don't waste 
my time. _ 


Ah. A pity. 
A great pity. But 
I suppose it was 
a long shot at 


/ All four of 

{ them were so 

| hard to imprint. 
So different 


f A psi-signature 


has moved to the 
\ tracking limit and then 
disappeared. 


It Was one 
of the four that 
you told us to 
monitor with 
particular 
care. 


Where else 
would you hide a 
man with silver- 

armored skin and 
a star-core 
for aheart? 


Thank 
you, Reed 
Richards. 


So the device 
worked, and you 
and your friends 

are all met } 
once again? 


You're no 
better at counting 
than your boss, "the 

king with no enemies,” 
are you? 


It worked fine 
on Sue and Johnny-- 
and on you, just 
now. 
But when 
I tried it on 
Ben--I got 
nothing. 


Changed your 
neuronal valences 
so the Psycho-Man's 
machines can't control 
your minds any more. 


It's like his mind 
isn't even in there. 
So I can't set 
him free. 


We shut 
down the king's 
psi-network. 

All of it. 


Somewhere there's 
a core machine that's 
putting out these 
signals-- brainwashing 
everybody. We findit = 
and we destroy it. / © 


When I shut down 
the machines the first 
time, people died. The 
shock was too 
great. 


But they'd been 
having their emotions 
programmed throughout 
their whole lives. This 
time around, we're 
talking about a few 
days or weeks. 


Anyway, I 
don't think we have 
a choice. unless 
doing nothing 
is a choice. 


The core machine 
will be in Zenn-Hebet, 
the capital city. But 

don't underestimate 
the King, Reed 
Richards. 


Whatever you 
may think about 
your Own abilities, 

/ remember this... 


“,..RevKa Temerlune--your 
Psycho-Man--may be 
the most dangerous enemy 
you've ever faced.” 


Here you are, 
Enid. Just as I 
promised. 


Ripe 
tomatoes 
for lunch. 


The bees 
are eating my 
flowers! 


No, princess. 

They're only 

drinking the 
nectar. 


IF I shoo 
them away, 


Nothing in this 
garden will hurt 
you, Enid. 


And if anyone 
else makes you 
unhappy, the 
bees will see to 
it that he 
doesn't come 


Imay have some 
business to attend 
to today. Could you 
bear it if I left you 
alone for a while? 


Will you be 
back in time to 
read me my 
story? 


stories, to 
\ make up? 


stories 
it is. 


I thought 
capital cities 
were meant 
. tohavea 
2 ia cosmopolitan ; 
4X svibe. Why is 
. everyone 
staring 
at us? 


My face is 
one that every 
child on Zenn-La 
| knows, Johnny storm. 
. | Even a glimpse of my 
silvery skin arouses 
excitement. 


Your friend Ben is 
also somewhat out 
of the ordinary. 


Fortunately, 
the mind-web 
| keeps everyone 
happy and docile. 
This is the best- 
mannered mob 
I've ever 
seen. 


I'm not reading 


| any unusual power 

| usage, though. We'll have 

to find the core machine 
some other way. 


You think 
{  weshould 
search door- 
\ to-door? 


Or maybe 
just head on up 
the hill toward 

the big, black 
skyscraper? 


It--can't be any 
of them. They're 


switched off. 
Mothballed. 


Wow. There's 
kind of an echo 
in here, isn't 
there? 


/ Which machine 
is sending out the 
psi-signals, 
Reed? 


And covered 
in dust. That 
doesn't make any 
sense, unless-- 


Comfortable 
in there, flame- 


Man, did 
have an 

\ accident with | 4% 

a fruit ae 

peeler? ‘cause TNE 


you look | 


like a-- 


You should Z ; 
y have stayed on 
4 your pedestal, 


Norrin Radd. 


As astoru- 
book hero, whose lee 
tale at least had 
a happy ending. 


Okay, let's 
see how you 
like this. 


That's-- ; There /s 
the zapper. The a power feed 
thing you used G here. Very 

to deprogram / faint. 


It links this 
place to another 
location, very 
close bu... 


No? Well, thanks 
for the assist, 
anyway. Hold ona 
little longer. We're 
gonna put this 
right. 


Yeah. Same 
principle 
here. 


I'm sending on 
their frequency. 
Making it hard 
for them to 
think. 

4 


s 


u 


..and I think we've 
found wha 
looking for! 


Did you honestly Kidnap six 
think you could _ billion people? 
do this? Destroy Ben's 
mind? Steal 
my sister? 


battle you can't 
win, boy. Best not 
to start it. 


-_ 


Enid, go 
{ and tidy your 
room. 


No. Don't 
make me. 


I want 


| A to stay with 
ao T 


_ 
He's the 


et King! He can do 


whatever 


\ he wants! 


You think 
because everything 
here is so simple, 
we have no advanced 
science? 


I made the . 
Silver Searcher \ 
what he is. I built 

the psi-web. I have 
technologies here 
that can juggle 
worlds \ike colored 
balls. 


And lives, 
my king? Do 
you juggle 
—\ them, too? 


I dare. Look 
around you, RevKa 
You dare Temerlune. See 
to speak to | what you've made, 
me! and call it what 
it is. 


Aworld 


full 
Ss 


of happy 


laves. 


Children do 
what their parents ; 
tell them to do, Norrin And I've 


Radd. That isn’t slavery. allowed my people 
It's the natural to remain in that 


order. state of perfect 
innocence. 


Children 
havea 
choice. 


Yes. And I take away 
that choice. My children 
are not free to wage 
war On each other. To 
murder or to rob 
or to ruin. 


Only to 
dream and to 
build. To praise 

and to love. 


“ To praise 
and to love 


You see how Ilive. Y My edict is "be happy.” 
Idon't want their Because happy people have 


worship, no need to hurt. They can 
Norrin Radd. \ be children forever. 


. . I mean, set Enid Hah! And you'd 
Then if you \ free from your abide by her 
Pile Rak uae eta control and ask choice? 
| p er what kind oF 
of children-- theta him, life she'd 
culpa prefer. 
This 
“paradise”... 
or the messy, up- 
and-down, make- 
it-up-as-you-go- 
along life she had 
on Earth. 


Not yet, 
Regent. What 
do you mean, 


There's no 
decision to be 
made here. 


What do I have 
to choose? 


Icare 
deeply for Enid. 


You've made a 
That's why kept mistake, Reed 


Richards. There's no 
slavery here--only 


her with me. 


ection. 


We'll have 
those stories 


_ iat 
Y Takeme 

{ home.Take me 
\ home! 


You lousy 
piece of-- 


You promised! 
You promised! 


You misunderstand, 
Ms. Storm. Because you 
are so very ignorant 
of so many things. 


There is no core psi-machine. 
There's only me. My mind, 
directly controlling the psi- 
web--and all the technologies 
of Zenn-La. 


‘J 


But I've just 
patched Reed i 2 ; 
Richards’ mind 7 ethim feel 
into the ; what it's like to 


ircuit. A balance six billion 
ea Let him take minds within 


control of the sustem, i -- 
iFhe can. All the ap 
memories Istole 
are still there. 


Oh, God, he's going 
to die! Norrin Radd, 
what can we do? 


His mind 
needs an anchor. 
Otherwise it will 
disintegrate. 


But Ido not 
Know of any mind 
besides the King’s 
that could take 
so greata 
weight. 


Amind-web 
Of your own. Very 
ingenious. But 
also, alas-- 
very fragile. 


Let him bear 
this burden as 
I have borne 
it. Alone! 


-we prefer - 
to stick 
together. 


”” 1 think I'm getting the 


You struck S =| \ hang of this now. All the 


Hae = | \ technologies, he said. 


Stand 
; down, Regent. 
IF you try to use the 
| power cosmic on me, 
4 there'll be nothing 
left OF your arm. 


ONE HOUR 
LATER® 


Wait a 
minute, wait 
a minute. 


Sure. Whatever. 
What happened to 
the guy with the 
chrome finish? 


But you don't 
have anuthing 
to search for 
anymore. 


Perhaps 
it's just 
that the habit 
is ingrained 
now, Reed 
Richards. 


I need to 
be out there 
again--in the 
void. In the big 
black. 


Great. You 
guys do the whole 
alien world gig again, 
and I get parked in 
a psuchic rest 
stop. 


You still 
managed to 
save our 
lives, Ben. 


He left as soon 
as we were back on 
Earth. He seemed 
pretty eager to 
be on his way. 


And nobody 
else remembers 
any OF this. 
We did some 
editing. 


Smoothed 
over the edges-- 
the births and 
deaths and 
discontinuities-- 
so it all made 

2s sense. 


Not your \_ 
brain, your 
mind. £& 


It was in-- 
kind of a buffer. 
A faulty memory 
store, with no 
live link to the 
network. 


So that 
just leaves 
the King. 


No. He's not 
a threat to 


us anymore... 


The Psycho- 
Man, then. Isn't 
he going to try 
again? 


There! Look! 
I dug a big hole. 
A. Inthe ground. 


“he's very 
happy with the 
way things 
came out." 
For the 
seeds. Have 
we got any 


IF we plant 
seeds, there'll 
be flowers. Or 

tomatoes. Or 
maybe mice. 


“I think there might 
have beena 


Iwill find 


some seeds, 
oN majestu. 


And you're 
a gold man. A 
bright, shiny, 

gold man. 


There were blue 
and red and yellow 
and green--lots of 
colors! But I never 

saw a gold man 

before. 


Misha. Pick 
up the largest 
pair of weights. 
The ones marked Then follow 
. with a circle. the red line 
out of the maze. 
Your time 


MROAHRR- oes 
RRRRRRRR you're told, 
Misha, or you'll Don't 
be disciplined. make me 
hurt you. 


(2% 


ANS 


SZ 
\ 


So ee LLC 


~I} 


Excellent. 
Now follow the 
red line out 


Oh dear. I 
warned you, 


I warned 


Yes, very 
eloquent. You're 
a credit to your 
species. 


And Isuppose ~“ 
you've gotten 
used to the shock 


MMMMMMISHA 
NOT CARE! 


” MISHA HATE 
DOCTORRRRRRR! 
Nh 


(Ss BAD BAD BAD BAD 
DOCTORRRRRRR! 


try something 
a little 
different. 


4 


MROAHRRRRRRRI|/ ff 
> EZ iy 
q ) 


Pick up the 
weights. 


And follow 
the red line 
out of the 


PA? MumMummercy, 
\\ pocrorrR. 


\/ NO HURRRRT. 
NO HURRRRT 


Who's been 
teaching you 
these words? 


Okay, Reed 


’ ’ f i, h You better get 
: hi a eam away from 
E | i that door. 
a Ee) Because 
| | | WN \ z we're comin’ 
oe MI) || =H Ce ct in. 
Mp tebe yet i itt 
wi ey u 
: | praierren| i = | \ 
he oe oul | ee | : | 
= CEFEEFET ¢ t R i | nna ' 
Hi = ‘ POUL |r re 
t bey 
tae ive 
a me j veil 
sfibpeteks Fe Fut EE | tase Lik 
j! 
Ta | 
hs il E ai my 
freer Ppp Sl ect | PS | Ss = q | 
THA eed ees | | Ho EINE EE H l Le 
eens oso EWEEEEL ¥ j 
n a il ElEle EEE HHH WH TIED, = 
gave (|e F ee Mh rece =|, (El 
FE ge EA Bee : ae i= | 
Mi tos SS RSBEI IES i WS 
ma [ = rt 3 
ESESEEES Pu = Ei = Bee ——— } Su) ! = | ji 
E | Ss is ; PAI |TErEeReC i | eee es p nea 
_ Lt PL aie mm mh 
= a ra 
Pie oct ae 5 ft 
VAS ia |: € \ f | 
sel Milas ! 
Ms] | Axper 
2 e ae HT 
\0 mg LA 4 2 
A ; S AW ee 
x / Ls Lil 
— / - 
E 
f : 
/ 
ae } | | 
Ny bY | 5 


( y// / . 


a! r s 
/ vhf / Damn. 
Should've gone 


‘ : in through 
the wall. 
Or faked 
to the left 
after I-- 


an 


Yy Nothin to WW 
see here, guus. 
= Keep walkin’. 4) 


wie 


| / Seriously. whe isgetting \Zmmi] 
way, Way out of hand. You | Jauii 
WK could foue enced on Wj 
: someone. 


Johnnu, are 
you sure? 


7 
A\ YW thought 
maube I tripped \ 


sity think 
about calling in 
the big guns. 


But he's é. 
not talking to 
her, either. 


A back and take a good, hard look 


at what you're doing. 


Reed, please. You need to step ) 


Because they 
kept interrupting 
d me. Your dad. The 
Le! technicians. Lumpkin. 
MT = They all wanted 
( me to stop and 
explain. 


Submit 
schematics. 
Report in to 
A SHIELD. Wait Be 
for approval. Lf 


ne)ppereesn 


You almost destroyed 

the world just finding a 

power source for this 
cube thing. 


And now 
you've barricaded 
yourself in your lab. 


Thanks, Sue. 
I appreciate 
your faith 

in me. 


If Thanos 
invades, the cube 
will be the only defense 
we have against him. 
That matters a lot more 
than Fury getting 
into a sulk. 


ai 


said. He'll close the 

Think Tank if you 
make another 

mistake. 


Well,can \A~ ‘ 2  AndI'm 
you at least J fine. not in the 
let me in? = 


| So Icanrun 
‘1 some diagnostics 
on you. I want to 
, make sure you're 


Well, frankly, 
I'm seeing it as 
a crisis for all 
of us, General. 


Richards says 
this “cuboid volitional 
lattice’ is an infinitely 
renewable energy 
source. 


I don't need 
to look at the 


a loss to 
understand how 
you can be 
so laid-back 
about it. 


PC (i//)55 = 1 


I think you 
exaggerate the 
danger, Doctor 

Storm-- 


No, if 
anything, I'm 
understating / _ and overlook 
it. the positive side 
of the equation. 


The small print is exactly 
what you should be looking 
| at, General. 


Why? Richards 
has done his own 
risk assessments. 
He assures me 
that everything is 
under control. 


Reed is just 
a boy. He's far 
from seeing 
clearly on this, 
and he needs-- 


small print before 


I sign up for a 
deal like that. 


Reed is a genius. J 


Potentially the 
IF he starts to ' 


greatest mind 
of our age. 
obsess over aproblem -- 
as he has on this cosmic 
cube of his--his health is 
only one of many 
things that are 
on the line. 


you a package 
about the Tropka 
symposium, in 
Siberia. I know 
it's very short 
notice-- 


Yes, it is, 
Ivan. But you've 
got animpressive }e 
_ lineup here. Frankly, I'm 
Piranesi. Samson. amazed you've \] 
Rutskaya. A achieved this. So 
Ss 


= soon after Irina’s 
C2 AN g 


Ihave held back two 
places, my friend. For 
your daughter and 
for Reed Richards. 


Young though 
they are, I believe 
a forum like this will 

open their minds to 
new perspectives. 


Yes, I 
think you're 
right. 


MY 
We'll ae J 


the places, lvan. \§ 
Thanks for dealing And--my 
us in on this. thoughts have 
been with you. 
They're still 


N with you. —_— 
{ : ice: 
Thank you, Ns 


Franklin. I cope, 
my friend. Hard 
work is a great 

healer. 


Then take the 
opportunity, Reed. 
Go to Siberia and talk 
your project over with 
| some other top- 

bh gun phusicists. 


Forgetit, WN 
Doctor Storm. 
I'm not 
coming out. 


There'san 
idea in my mind, 
eee |] 2 his Halcyon 
to finish this science. I might as 

: well try to explain 
natural selection 
to chimps. 


But Sue can 
go. I might get (| _-* 


some room to ey / | 
breathe that \ 

oN Hi} 
i ea 


You're areal = 
| Jerk, Richards, 


NA 
— 


I'm...fine, Dad. 
I'd better get up to 
the helipad. They ' 
need to get meoverto I'll call 
USAF. Soberfield , youfrom 
for noon. Tropka. 


} I'm turning 
off the sound 
link. 


In that case, 
Sate, imgonna tear 
the wall down. 


IF Ben tears the wall down, 
he'll trigger the release of an 
air-vectored emetic 
through the AC vents. Inside of an 
hour, the whole of 
Manhattan is going 
to be under ten 
feet of puke. 
Your call. 


He's crazy. 
He's got to 
be out of his 


77) SIBERIAE 
THESHORE OF THE ORHOTSK SCALE 


<Food and 
fur and tallow, ¥ 
allinone sweet |i 
little bundle.» Z 


<You want a 
hoof to chew on, 
yes? Well, today 
is aparty. you'll 

have--> 


! <onh, gtalin is 


my uncle, he’s brave 
and strong and tall, 
But vodka 's my 
II, mistress, and I love <Paddy is 
her best OF all.> | home, Laika! And 
= Ae look what he's fj 
brought for aA k 


iN 


<What do 


Aeneice” é you mean, "hello"? 
<q Answer with your 
call sign and 
security code!) 4¥ 


A oropyenn! 


<This is Major < 
Valentin Shatalov. 
Call sign ochre 
castle. Code E 
kratkoyeh nine.> 


<It's good to speak with you again, 
Major. This is indigo twelve two.We  <This activation 
weren't even sure if you were message follows 
still alive out there.> emergency protocol 
Dazhdbog.> 


<"Tomorrow's 
sunrise will 


<We need 
you in armor, 
» comrade.> 


US.FLE. SOBEREIELD. 
CONNECTICUT. | 


Lieutenant Paul Lytton. 
I've been assigned to you 
as an aide for the 
duration of the trip. 


No, but it is 
fast. We fly over 
the Pole, bear 
| east and touch down 
at Petropavilovsk 
inside of nine 
hours. 


snowstorm, 
apparently. 


Miss 
Storm! Over 
here! 


We were 
starting to 
get worried. 


I think the army 
sees you as a non- 
renewable resource, 
Miss Storm. 


I also speak 
Russian, Czech 
and Serbian, so 
hopefully I'll be 
of use to you 

during the 

symposium 
itself. 
Your 


plane is 
this wau. 


It's like no place else on Earth. 
It's so cold and vast and 
empty, the Russians say it 
Do you : freezes your soul to the 
Know Siberia inside of your ribs. 
at all, Miss 
Storm? y And so rich in oil and 
rs minerals that people try 
to live there anyway. _/ | 


(Ne hy 
i/ V/A 


7 Call me 
Sue. No, I don't. 


What's 
it like? 


| ts Oh, that it 

Sounds \W 4 is. We're all 

kindof | J //] p \ | aboard, tower, \_ | 

bleak. Yy \\\\ and good to p= = : i] 


cy Tas ) 


ees Oo = 


2 
j 


~ 


Nh 
agi 


w) Oh. Limm-- | ) 
CXS thank you. } 
at 


Passive ultra- . “ | You're not going outside 
sonic locator. They of Tropka, but T'll brief 
bee) don't want ; you on the Peninsula 
to lose you. . anyway, if you're 
\ 2 interested. After all, 
we've got nine 
hours to Kill. 


“And whateve 
else youcan | | 
say about it-- 


IN \ 
\ --Siberia's certainl 
\ } an educa 


— : 
Seas = 
ducation.” 

: ] 


7 B 


\ a 


@! child. you've 
been-- j 
invaluable. £7 \ \ 


1 ——T] 


\Y hy \\ 
\ 
N WY \ 
NNW 
SINGS 
Ris NY 
is 
iY 
S Nt 
NS 
—T OF 
a \ 
— - i) 


system." 


\ “So yeah, to 
\ be honest-- “--it's a bit ofa 
\ shock to the 


aT 
SS by subsidized air any other way of 
transport. getting around to 

be feasible. 


Vil», _| =) 
x A Bs {J inthe old US.S.R. days, F 
| 1 the whole of Siberia The distances 
; was held together | were too huge for 


| \ : 
The money isn't / ) 


there anymore. The 
economy is imploding. 
Out in the sticks you'll 
see a lot of desperate 
people who are too And in the city 
poor to buy a they turn up the TV 
Gd : ticket out. so they won't hear 


f <a the storm coming. 
7 . 
; --I thought we P»\ \\ rane. 
is, Speaking were meant to be \\ 


of which--. trying to out- 
. run this. 


“But we should 
be fine. 


“Takes more than 
alittle snow to 
bring a Beech 400 
down." 


me L ' } . 
I guess it , 
came ona little 


| 4 fasterthan 
A we expected. / Ams 


J) im. 


3 have your 
r orders.> 


= PY coxyune 
ras 2 AOAKHa. <You 


The 
Seven-Ten- ; 
Split is radar- You! This 
invisible. is your 
They won't Fault: 
see us coming 
in, and they 
won't see us No! It's the 
leaving. truth! Sue only 
left here to 
get away 
from him! 


I've been-- 

sick. Crazy. I 
Peary don't know 
fa. HOW, or why. 


okay now. And 

if Sue's hurt, 

then I have to 
go to her. 


ve 


IF she's hurt, 
T'll burn a hole 
through you until 

Icansee 
daylight. ; 

a Fine. , 

You 

do that, 
Johnnu. 


Meanwhile, we're 
wasting time 
talking when we 
should be in 
the air. 


If we go sub- 
orbital we can 
be in Siberia inside 
of two hours. 


Reed, we 
should be 
lower--closer 
to the 
ground. 


plane's engines |) 

ought to be hotter 
than the 

surrounding-- 4 


I'm scanning for 
residual heat 
signatures. 


We have to 
get in and out 
fast --without 
being seen. 


You think 
t's gonna be 
a problem? 


even see 


we from 
ere. J 


an He's dead, 
Pay G] Ben. Even a 
\ \YY before he froze. |-¢ 
‘ff But he managed 
’ to finish his 
message. 


it? His Favorite 
“\ radio station? 


as 


I think it's 


The pl x 
ee 


m| up--someone 


I don't care 
what it is. Sue 
could be dying 

out here. 


Flying blind Tell me about 
isn't going to She's not ( it later, Reed. 
get us anywhere, here with the . Talking's your 
hnnu. wreckage, best event, 
so we need isn't it? Just remember-- 
if she's hurt, we won't 
be settling this witha /S=q 
conversation. J 
7 
=n 
> 7 


met the enemy, 
RUN and he shoots 


And that's “\ 
where we stand, 
Ivan. Obviously, 

nobody must 

know that the 
Fantastic Four 

are on Russian 


But we couldn't 
just sit by while my 


soil. daughter--when she 
could be-- 


; J 
Please calm ~ 
yourself, my friend. 
You can rely on my = 


discretion. 


And we've 
sent our own search 
parties out from Tropka. 
Experienced men 
who Know the 


IF anything 
can be done to find 
Susan and bring her 
to safety, you Know 
we'll do it. 


It is 
nothing, 
S| Franklin. My 
thoughts are 
with you. 


Ready, Doctor 
Kragof. And the 
match is even closer 
than you hoped. The 
summary is here. 


Thank you. 
‘But I'll see for 
sa myself. 


Ican't tell 
you how grateful 
I am for your help 

and support in 
" this, Rutskaya. 


It's been 
my privilege, 
Doctor 

KragofF. _y 


I've learned 
so much working 
beside you. 


PLEASE, 
DOCTORRRRR, 


/ a3 
~zeoR 
vo pe 
~or = 
CEST 
2629 
Poe 
5 
GGoR 
, cvs 
YX TH 


How much 
does she 
remember? 
Almost nothing. 
The effect of the 
drug is like alcohol 
poisoning. 


Oung =P 


y 
lifeisaterrible J 
The sooner 


start. To snuff 
it's done, 
the better. 


we'd best make a 
out sucha 


Perfect. Then ‘ 


a8 
'S MERCIFUL 


DOCTORRRRRRR! 


AaBai 
nourpaem! 


Va Yip, 
Yeah, but look \Aynii 
on the bright side. Gi; (] 

IF they sent this 


ay 

‘eo 
uP 
CD 
Aa \ 


like I died and 
came back ona 
Saturday morning 


! 
cartoon show! / The Russian 


N authorities must 
Know we're 
here. 


He's the original 
Crimson Dynamo. 
Asort of--Eastern 
Bloc version of Iron 
Man. I hacked an old 

S.H.I.E.L.D. File 
about him. 


P what? 
Truth hurts, 
| 


Then Xl 
again,sodoes —— 
violence. | 


l «4 At (Se 


(ae N 


Zz 


= — x \ 
ra \ 


« 


“a ~ 

We've got 
Z w to take this 
Se guy down, 
Sgn Ben. 


/ fi . | 
LEN =\y) y 


: Y Wecan't Bt A 
sim affordto get Ve aR 
@ arrestedhere. fy > 


ay 


wae 


, Tellme 
y thisisn't 
some kind 
Of a-- 


This has 
gone far 
enough. 


i 


SO) i 


: 
— Y 


foxy. 
JZ, 
4, 


Tae y te6a 
_ GOAUT? 


cayunaoce! Yto Gy IY oS a 
cayunaoce! AG a ae WN * , 

ee oe S 

Z Wai SE: 


I 


Schlagen 
mich nicht! Ich 
on weiss wohin 
My sie das Madchen 
genommen 
haben! 


Fy Oh? Oh 
Shaped EM ws i 
pulse. The same BA, 4 Z what? What 
__{ weapon Rhona Burchill ERY : 
\\ used on our'copter SY a Ye ZY Nell, my 
that time. )) Ie N German's a 
< 4 \ little-- 
He's nineteen- j ; CIT 
eightiestech.1 
was gambling he 
wouldn't be 


where they 
took the 
girl.” 


n Siberia. Your plane went down = 
ina blizzard. You barely Inth 
survi is 


i/ e N-Zone eory-- 
7 urvived, and your brother- | // ing two bodies 
= tragically--was Killed. y/ er through the 


S—— 
=d teleomeres 
P| Pmhealthy 


Rejesshion. F 
Host--body will 
reject -- 


Yes, rejection 
has been the main 
yj\ Problem. How do we 
Hie solve it? 


How do we 
control the insertion 
points, Miss Storm? 
Donor transaminase or 

physical insertion? ; 


And this 
willbe over (M 
before you 

s. Know it. 


ee om > | 
F; matt 


wl = Se 
ee — 


Teleomeres. Y/ 
Splice-- 


DN 
7 trans--transcrjption 
b‘fore immune-- 
immune response 's 
triggered. 


Ny 
You are-- 
Angliski? 
English? 


What are © 
you doing in F _ 
ih aria? We're looking 
=pene _~ for the girl from 
> | the plane. Susan 
g Storm. And you 
were sent here 
to look for her, 


Nyet! I was looking 
for stolen technology. 
Crimson Dynamo 
and super-soldier 
components. Ae ee 
] 4 in State Security-- 
BIST activated me to 
= KN find them. Trail 
a leads here. 


a= 
ey 


Da. Toh pravo! 
That is how the 
A plane was shot 


cs A \ WY sutgirlwas * 
eh : ; . reasonfor all ¥ 
) p Rt 2 ’ this. They steal 
y] \ Ne y MAS her Jiving. 
; ae Af 4 Alive. 
Views ad 


Satellite footage 

show this clear. 
They take her to 
RY Tropka. 


To science 
station. I 


A thousand, 
thousand gene 
samples. 


A thousand 
days, without 
rest, and 
without 


I thought 
at times that 
I might go 
mad. 


I'm not a monster, 
Miss Storm. Far from it. 
Most of my work has 
been in clinical oncology. 


My wife, Julia, 
In cancer treatment. 4 ml 


and I were building 
on Reed Richards’ 
research--developing 
medical applications 
for N-Zone 
technology. 


But then Julia was Killed. Run down 
by a car on a Moscow street. And 
after that the work meant nothing. 
I couldn't--can't--do this 
without her. 


Iwant to ; 
help mankind, but V 

only if mankind 

includes Julia. 


So this--it 
seems cruel, but 
jy itisn't. Not really. 
\ You won't die. You'll 
just--become 


ae a / Her body and yours willbe ‘ 


superimposed, on a cellular 
level. You'll be rewritten, as 
you were the first time 
you entered the 
N-Zone. 


Only this time 
there will be-- 


Perhaps my 
VY wife will still retain 
¥ your powers. |f so, 
you may be sure she'll 
use them for 
humanitarian 


My lovely 
Julia is incapable 
of selfishness. 


Doctor, I 1 : 
need to set the / eee is 
phase ea preset from the ; 
should I use? pee ser 
: console? master file 


Three 
seconds, 
i Rutskaya, 


diminishing [7 Told ean 
F\ at one over _ \ this? 


eight. sulia is the 
7 template, of course, 
and will be the first to 
be reflected through 
the N-Zone 


Thank 
you, Doctor 
KragofF. 


It has 
been, as I said, 
a privilege 
working with 
you. 


4) 


yl 


7, 


O 
‘s) 


But I S| 
think it's time IY | 
struck outon / 


Z : 
Ay) A muscovite 
maiden her lone 
vigil keeps, Neath 
the light of the cold 
northern star. “Cf 


Yd and the name 
that she murmurs 
in vain as she weeps, 
is Ivan Skavinsky 
Skavarrrrrrrrr. 


He's almost 
a passenger. The 
suit tech controls 
twenty-two separate 
weapons systems. 


of choice is 
pretty much 


imited to what 
to aim at. a 


Twentu- < Se) He is busy 
three weapons : : with the 
systems. ~ : experiment, 
Metz. Speak 


; We have 
incoming, Poctor 
Rutskaya. A small ea 
aircraft of some kind-- & 
and a Crimson : 
Pynamo. 


You've been training Doctor KragofFr 
a squad with the Mark was a fine man, 
Two combat suits? Miss Storm. A 


visionary. 


yes, Doctor. 
But given the 
power levels, using the N-Zone 
the collateral to meld two minds and 
bodies into one--this 


--need not F i 
is an amazin 
concern you. () 9g 


Turn the 
super-soldiers 
loose. Do it 


When I am the Invisible 
Girl, I will save the world. 
I will be the avenging 
voice of Nature. 


Many 
thousands will 
die. The heads oF 
governments, 
and of major 
corporations. 


Loggers. 
Factory owners. 
Vivisectionists. 


But those 
who survive 
will worship & 

me. 


But like many 
scientists, he was 
blind to the bigger 
picture. We rape and 
despoil the world. 
Be Burn and devour the 
mes eSources that we 
should nurture. 
® And now , 
the world turns 
against us. 


Johnnu, you and 
the Pynamo are 
the first wave. 


ELS 
We'll land rie $ 
the Seven-Ten- > 
(| Split and come in = . 
V - behind you. 7 L 
/ i 


\)\ 


Ls 


[ 


| ) ey Outstanding! x 
) . Watch my dust. 
/ L RE 


e) 


/ Iwishyou 
had a camera 
with you. We could 
hee post this on 
YouTube. 


Go in easy. 
We have no idea 
what's going 
on here. 


I'm walking. — 


2 
—w 


IF we stay 
here we're 
going to 


R-Rutskaya? 


Doctor 
Rutskaya? 
Where are 

youP 


cKaxKuTe 
MHe CCAM OHO 
pa6oTaao. 


" CKaxKUTe 
MHe e€CAM A 
He3pmyoM... 


